


naturally sterile foods found in nature,

It is not only temples or landscape beauty that the
Chindwin region is famous for: they also have a durable
and elegant lacquer ware called 'Kyauk Kar’, named after
the town producing it in vast numbers. Only two colours,
red and black, are used for this, and sometimes (lowers
are painted on the sides of fruit baskets or on trays, with
deft fingers that finish a design in a few seconds.

Another fascinating aspect of the Chindwin region are
the small towns and villages that give an insight into the
way of life of these proud by friendly people. They are
proud of their heritage, and while living with less
material comiorts, their integrity and faith in themselves

give them the dignity of royalty.

lhe town of Kani has been known all through Myanmar
history as hirthplace of learned nobles and wealthy
merchants. The nearby Mahu Mountain Range is the
location of the Alaungdaw Katthapa Wild Life Park where
endangered tiger roam freely. The jungles are filled with

rare and beautifully grained hardwoods such as teak,
Pyingado and Padauk, as well as Thanakha, the tree with
the fragrant bark grinded to a paste and used as a
cosmelic and sunscreen. The most fragrant Thanakha
comes from this area, and in old times such trees are kept
aside only for the use of queens and princesses. The
puardian of these trees were richly rewarded when they

present the cut branches once a year to the palace.

The Chindwin Walley people work hard in their fields,
and the work is shared with friends helping each other
when the labour of one is not enough. Girls transplant
paddy seedlings or help with harvest in laughing, gossipy
groups. For their lunch breaks, however meagre their
meals, they all to share what they have. A walk through
paddy fields connect Kyidaw and a small village named
Kan Village, translatable as "‘Destiny”

The Kan villagers are always eager to show off their own

beautiful monastery with wonderful gilt work on the
walls and a spectacular carved ceiling lacquered red and
decorated with gold. High pillars, also lacquered and

gilded in places hold up the tapering sections of the roof.
The exterior walls are dark with many layers of crude oil
dregs that keep the wood insect and weather proof.

Myanmar Architecture has 1o follow rigid rules especially
for religious or royal buildings. Laws for the common
peaple have relaxed since the monarchy ended in 1885
but design elements used in religious buildings are still
not permitted to be used in secular construction, such as
the tapering tiered roof, The monastery in Kan Village isa
prime example of a religious monument, enhanced by
the old Buddha images. The robes of the image are
symbolised by mere lines and not folds of the cloth,
which marks the image as a work probably before or
around the 18th century.

Kalewa is the trading post between Myanmar and India,
and this town rests at the point where the Myit Tha River
with its source in India joins with the Chindwin., Kalewa
is right at the foot of the Western Mountain Ranges that
loom aver the town, the pagoda on the hill and the placid
waters of the river. Apant from the monsoon season of

June to October when rainfall can reach up to 60 inches,
the market of wholesale and retail goods is a bustling

place for traders of iwo countries to meet.

The Chindwin Valley region of dense jungles also has
ancient timber: fossilised woods especially found
abundant in a village called Kyauk Hlay Gar or 'Stone
Stairway’, a place where people are still living in
traditional ways.

Towards the upper reaches of the Chindwin, the view on
either side grows even more spectacular. The fertile
green fields where cattle graze border the waters
reflected with the deep blue of the sky. Misty blue and
green hills rise high on the horizon, and near the village
of Ma Sein, a row of 28 white-washed pagodas line the
crest of a sloping hill and file down towards the river. The
number signifies the 28 Buddhas that have brought
enlightenment to the world.

The town of Mawlaik further upriver was once a centre of
administration for the British government. Set on a hill, it




is a pretty spot with old colonial style buildings

and pretty houses. Offices as well as the
guesthouse once called the ‘Dak Bungalow” are
still preserved and used. The cool weather must

have been reminiscent of English

sprimgtime, and although undiscovered by
the general public, it is a wonderful spot to get
away from everything stressiul. It was also a
trading post for the colonial era enterprise
Company that dealt in

in the area. It is said that

the Hombay Burmah
teak, abundantly found
timbher elephants of this

region to this day only

understands commands spoken in English. As elephants
live long, they might have worked during the colonial
period or else they might have passed on language skills
to their offspring: elephants are so smart it is surely not
beyond their abilities to do so.

Pakhan-gyi is almost at the point where the Chindwin
and the Ayeyarwaddy meets. It is an old city that
flourished eight centuries ago, and although nothing
maore than a large town nowadays, one can see vestiges of
its past glory in the old city walls.

All these old towns and villages survive in this modern
day with deep-rooted cultures. The Chindwin River is
often overlooked but the region she feeds is a land rich in
minerals, jungles, wild life, old cultures and more so,
people who are proud to live along her banks. She is a
river worthy to be the pride of Myanmar, this beautiful
and wilful lady of the wilds.
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